
Summary of Quality Measures Work Group of the Health IT Policy Committee 3/2X/2012 

 

The group discussed its comments to the NPRM. 

Consensus agreement by the workgroup (see also Policy Committee NPRM Comment Spreadsheet) 

1. Support the proposed 6 measure categories 
2. Agreed on 1a reporting option 
3. Recommended that alignment between PQRS and MU should not be to the “lowest 

common denominator”  QMWG recommended that MU should qualify an EP for PQRS, but 
did not support the alternative that PQRS submission would qualify an EP for MU 

4. Supports finding more efficient batch reporting options that don't hide variability in the 
group. However the WG has concerns that the group reporting option as described in the 
NPRMN may allow "groups" of doctors that only share a tax ID to report together without 
them having coherent practice with care coordination.  The WG suggested making the 
financial incentive align for "natural" groups like ACOs, but make the financial incentives 
stronger for "artificial" groups (e.g. multi-specialty group sharing a tax ID, but not 
exchanging data or doing care coordination) to report individually rather than as a group. 

5. Supports hospital reporting of 24/49 measures as proposed 

Issues for follow up at the 3/28 meeting 

1. The group will review and discuss draft criteria for evaluating clinical quality measures based on 
the meeting of 3/2 and some subsequent email discussion.  

2. Cross walk of Tiger Team recommendations and the NPRM 
3. Additional items identified in the HITPS request for the QMWG to comment on: 

a. CQMS- core/menu- no longer allowing zeros 
b. EH CQMs 2013- require 15 CQMs 
c. EH CQMs 2014- require 24 CQMs 
d. CQM case threshold- limit to cancer, children’ and Indian until HM menu 
e. CQM reporting 2014- via CMS portal or as in stage 1 
f. CQM patient population- by payer 

4. Bob Dolan from CMS to discuss maturation of the HQMF output of the measure authoring tool 
MAT Strong desire to incent vendors to create a flexible platform for measures.  

Items for future discussion 

1. Suggested a “receptor site” for measure specs to easily land in EHR 
2. Can calculations (algorithms) be external from the EHR? 
3. Tabled attestation vs reporting of components of measures 



4. Interested in which fields/elements should be required in MU stage 2 certification and QDM 
to move forward the stage 2 and possible build for stage 3 measures (i.e. patient experience 
with process and outcome of care) 
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