
HITECH  Provision Directing Consideration of Data Segmentation 
 
‘‘SEC. 3002. HIT POLICY COMMITTEE. 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—There is established a HIT Policy Committee to make policy 
recommendations to the National Coordinator relating to the implementation of a nationwide 
health information 
technology infrastructure, including implementation of the strategic plan described in section 
3001(c)(3). 
‘‘(b) DUTIES.— 
‘‘(1) RECOMMENDATIONS ON HEALTH INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE.—The HIT Policy Committee shall recommend a policy framework for the 
development and adoption of a nationwide health information technology infrastructure that 
permits the electronic exchange and use of health information as is consistent with the strategic 
plan under section 
3001(c)(3) and that includes the recommendations under paragraph (2). The Committee shall 
update such recommendations  and make new recommendations as appropriate. 
‘‘(2) SPECIFIC AREAS OF STANDARD DEVELOPMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The HIT Policy Committee shall 
recommend the areas in which standards, implementation 
specifications, and certification criteria are needed for the 
electronic exchange and use of health information for purposes 
of adoption under section 3004 and shall recommend 
an order of priority for the development, harmonization, 
and recognition of such standards, specifications, and certification 
criteria among the areas so recommended. Such 
standards and implementation specifications shall include 
named standards, architectures, and software schemes for 
the authentication and security of individually identifiable 
health information and other information as needed to ensure 
the reproducible development of common solutions 
across disparate entities. 
‘‘(B) AREAS REQUIRED FOR CONSIDERATION.—For purposes 
of subparagraph (A), the HIT Policy Committee shall 
make recommendations for at least the following areas: 
‘‘(i) Technologies that protect the privacy of health 
information and promote security in a qualified electronic 
health record, including for the segmentation 
and protection from disclosure of specific and sensitive 
individually identifiable health information with the 
goal of minimizing the reluctance of patients to seek 
care (or disclose information about a condition) because 
of privacy concerns, in accordance with applicable 
law, and for the use and disclosure of limited data 
sets of such information. 
 

• *  *  *  * 
‘‘(8) CONSIDERATION.—The National Coordinator shall ensure 
that the relevant and available recommendations and comments 
from the National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics 
are considered in the development of policies. 
 
 
 
Link to NCVHS Privacy Recommendations 2006-2008 (combined ) 
http://www.ncvhs.hhs.gov/privacyreport0608.pdf 
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