Understanding the facts about WIS,
Health Information Technology
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Benefits of Health Information Technology
There are many benefits of using health information technology, including the following:

You get higher quality care

A network of electronic health records will let your doctor access your health history quickly,
no matter where you get treated. This could be very important, especially if there is an
emergency. Electronic health records also reduce paperwork. They will all be kept together,
even if you go to a different doctor’s office, hospital, or clinic.

They improve your safety
Having your health history available through an electronic health record will reduce mistakes
made by your doctor. This will also ensure that you don’t have the same medical tests twice.

You will save money on health care

Electronic health records will make it easier for staff at the doctor’s office to keep track of your
health history and billing information. The doctor’s office will save money by doing less
paperwork. As a result, you will be charged less for your visit.

They improve the health of Kansans

You will be actively involved in your health care when you keep a personal health record. You
will have direct access to your record, where you can see test results, refill a prescription, or
check your medical history.

It’s easier to talk to your doctor

When you have an electronic health record, you can talk to your doctor without making an
appointment. Your record will be on a secure network that will allow you to e-mail your doctor
any questions or concerns you may have. These e-mails will be private, just between you and
your doctor.

Your health information is easily available

Through an electronic health record, your doctor will have access to your health history during
a regular visit or during an emergency. Also, public health organizations can have access to your
health information if there is a medical crisis. For example, if there is a flu outbreak, they can see
right away if you have been immunized.

They improve your safety, privacy, and security

Electronic health records can support decisions made by your doctor or nurse, hence
reducing medical errors. They can also control access to your medical records to protect your
privacy and secure your records.

Developed through the Kansas CEE Health Information Security and Privacy Collaboration (HISPC) Project (March 2009)

: CENTER FOR
Contact Us: ez b, 5
University of Kansas Medical Center H EAL! H INFORMATICS
Center for Health Informatics The Universiy of ansas
Phone: (913) 588-3362




