
Data Portability 



Data Portability Overview 
• The complexity of information in an EHR and the lack of standards for information 

exchange would make large-scale data portability a huge challenge, and extremely 
expensive.   

• Many areas are not yet covered, including;  ICU workflows, flow charts, interfaced 
equipment (ventilators, IV pumps, anesthesia machines, medication robots, etc.) , 
clinical decision support rules, non-standard coded terminology (data models, and 
data elements), codified physician notes, codified nursing documentation, codified 
therapist information (respiratory , dietary, physical, and occupational therapy), 
transfers, ambulance and life-flight records, Operating room records, Operating 
case carts and supplies, etc.   

• An approach for Personal health records to be handled and transferred does not 
exist.  Also lack approach for genetic and family history information.   

• Billing (ICD9,CPT) and scheduling information.  Billing is more straight-forward, but 
scheduling and encounter history has non-standardized components in the 
process.   



Data Portability Recommendations 
• It is not likely that the Consolidated CDA could  electronically provide a sufficient 

amount of a patient’s health history, especially for complex, long hospital stays, 
and probably not for complex patients w/ chronic disease. 

• Data portability for simple visits to the EP and hospital could be facilitated through 
standard formats, however it would not suffice for some specialist EPs, chronic 
patients, and long hospitals stays, especially intensive care. 

• Standards would be required for items such as;  Flow charts, ancillary care 
(therapists) notes, dietary, ventilator settings, and a host of other detailed clinical 
information. 

• Most clinicians would be happy just getting summary documents transferred, even 
if in pdf form.  Next steps include transferring standard CDA summary 
documentation with the data that is codified to standards, that could be consumed 
by a new EHR.   

• Batch export of multiple patient records for a provider’s entire population list is 
risky.  Just a list of patient DOB, name, SSN, and/or Medicare/Medicaid 
information could be catastrophic from a medical-legal/privacy perspective. 
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