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Certification Process and Certification 
Criteria for Other Health Care Settings 

Example Settings 
• Post-Acute Care/Long-Term Care 

– Long-Term Acute-Care Hospitals 
– Inpatient Rehab Facilities/Rehab Hospitals 
– Skilled Nursing Facilities/Nursing Facilities 
– Assisted Living 
– Home Health 
– Hospice 

• Behavioral and Mental Health 
– Psychiatric Hospitals 
– Community Mental Health Centers 
– Group Homes & Halfway Houses 
– Methadone Clinics 

• Additional Settings 
– Pharmacy 
– Immunization Clinic 
– Dialysis Center 
– Infusion Center 
– Certified Outpatient Rehab Facility 
– Camp/School 
– Correctional Facility 
– Wellness Program 

Mix of Characteristics 
• Share care with eligible providers 
• Typical length of stay in weeks or 

months not days 
• Some provide single, one-time service 
• Interdisciplinary care teams 
• Range of physician presence  

(from on-site to remote, 24x7 to less 
than monthly) 

• Variety of licensed and unlicensed staff 
• Clinical services may come from 3rd-

party providers (pharmacy, lab, imaging, 
dialysis, outpatient procedures, …) 

• Required electronic assessments 
(SNF/NF, IRF, Home Health) 

• Distinct or non-existent quality 
measures 

Policy Objective 
• Reduce the time and cost for ineligible providers to acquire, implement and use 

health information technology to exchange information with other health care 
providers. 



2 

Comment 1: Care Summary Exchange 

Policy Objective: Reduce the time and cost for ineligible 
providers to acquire, implement and use health 
information technology to exchange information with 
other health care providers. 

Comments: 
• High value and broad support for using standard-based 

care summaries (C-CDA) to coordinate care. 
• Identify the minimum set of certification criteria necessary 

to participate in standards-based exchange. 
• Use ONC Certification Process and Certifiers to test and 

certify products that meet these criteria. 
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Comment 2: Setting-Specific Criteria 

• Voluntary certification with ONC criteria and 
process, especially modular certification. 

• Demonstrated interest in setting-specific criteria. 
• Examples of private sector initiatives 

– HL7 EHR Functional Model & Profiles 
– CCHIT Specialty Certification 

• Limited voluntary certification has occurred 
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