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NPRM Request for Additional Comments 
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Larry Wolf, Kindred Healthcare 



DRAFT 2 

Policy Focus 

• Value of demographic data/self-report 
• Value of clinical documentation/clinician 

assessment 
• Consensus for specific standards and  

models of functional status 
• Readiness for widespread adoption 
• Consistent use in various care summaries 
• Alignment with other initiatives 
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V. Request for Additional Comments 
C. Disability Status 

We are interested in whether commenters believe that EHR technology certified to the 2014 Edition 
EHR certification criteria should be capable of recording the functional, behavioral, cognitive, 
and/or disability status of patients (collectively referred to as “disability status”).  The recording of 
disability status could have many benefits.  It could facilitate provider identification of patients with 
disabilities and the subsequent provision of appropriate auxiliary aids and services for those patients 
by providers.  It could also promote and facilitate the exchange of this type of patient information 
between providers of care, which could lead to better quality of care for those with disabilities.  Further, 
the recording of disability status could help monitor disparities between the “disabled” and 
“nondisabled” population.   
We are specifically requesting comment on whether there exists a standard(s) that would be 
appropriate for recording disability status in EHR technology.  We are aware of a standard for disability 
status approved by the Secretary for use in population health surveys sponsored by HHS  and 
standards under development as part of the Standards and Interoperability Framework and the 
Continuity Assessment Record and Evaluation (CARE) assessment tool .  We welcome comments on 
whether these standards or any other standards would be appropriate for recording disability status in 
EHR technology.   
We ask that commenters consider whether the recording of disability status should be a required 
or optional capability that EHR technology would include for certification to the 2014 Edition EHR 
certification criteria.  We also ask commenters to consider whether the recording of disability status 
should be part of a Base EHR and included in a separate certification criterion or possibly the 
“demographics” certification criterion (§ 170.314(a)(3)).  Last, we ask commenters to consider 
whether disability status recorded according to the standard should also be included in other 
certification criteria such as “transitions of care – incorporate summary care record” (§ 
170.314(b)(1)), “transitions of care – create and transmit summary care record” (§ 170.314(b)(2)), 
“view, download and transmit to 3rd party” (§ 170.314(e)(1)), and “clinical summaries” (§ 
170.314(e)(2)). 
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Standards Referenced in the NPRM 

• Population Health Survey 
http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/brow
se.aspx?lvl=2&lvlid=208

• Assessment Tool: 
Continuity Assessment Record and Evaluation 
(CARE) 
http://wiki.siframework.org/file/detail/CARE+Tool+
Functional%2C+Cognitive+and+Skin+Status.xls

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlid=208
http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlid=208
http://wiki.siframework.org/file/detail/CARE+Tool+Functional%2C+Cognitive+and+Skin+Status.xls
http://wiki.siframework.org/file/detail/CARE+Tool+Functional%2C+Cognitive+and+Skin+Status.xls
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Population Health Survey 

HHS on Oct. 31, 2011, published final standards 
for data collection on race, ethnicity, sex, primary 
language and disability status, as required by 
Section 4302 of the Affordable Care Act. 

The law requires that data collection standards for 
these measures be used, to the extent practicable, 
in all national population health surveys. They 
will apply to self-reported information only.

Affordable Care Act, Title XXXI: Data Collection, Analysis and Quality 

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/content.aspx?ID=9227&lvl=2&lvlID=208 

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/content.aspx?ID=9227&lvl=2&lvlID=208
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Population Health Survey: Disability Status 
HHS, Office of Minority Health 

• Are you deaf or do you have serious difficulty hearing?  
____Yes  
____No  

• Are you blind or do you have serious difficulty seeing, even when wearing glasses?  
____Yes  
____No  

• Because of a physical, mental, or emotional condition, do you have serious difficulty 
concentrating, remembering, or making decisions? (5 years old or older)  

____Yes  
____No  

• Do you have serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs? (5 years old or older)  
____Yes  
____No  

• Do you have difficulty dressing or bathing? (5 years old or older)  
____Yes  
____No  

• Because of a physical, mental, or emotional condition, do you have difficulty doing errands 
alone such as visiting a doctor's office or shopping? (15 years old or older)  

____Yes  
____No  

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/content.aspx?ID=9227&lvl=2&lvlID=208 

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/content.aspx?ID=9227&lvl=2&lvlID=208
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CARE Assessment, Relevant Sections 

• Cognitive: 44 elements 
• Functional and Impairment: 103 elements 
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Other Standards 

• Minimum Data Set (MDS) 
• International Classification of Functioning (ICF) –  

a classification of health 
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Request from Policy Committee: 
Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity 

The Institute of Medicine has recommended and 
HHS is proposing a similar approach for Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identity 

• Inclusion in surveys 
• Inclusion in electronic medical records/EHRs  

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlID=209 

Under the plan, HHS will integrate questions on sexual orientation and gender 
identity into national data collection efforts. This includes the testing of questions 
on sexual orientation and potential incorporation of these questions into the 
National Health Interview Survey, the department’s flagship data instrument for 
collecting health information on populations, by 2013. This would be the first step 
toward development of a government-wide standard for LGBT data collection. 
(June 29, 2011) 

http://www.minorityhealth.hhs.gov/templates/browse.aspx?lvl=2&lvlID=209
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NPRM Requested Comments 

• Whether EHRs are capable of recording the functional, behavioral, 
cognitive, and/or disability status of patients  

• Whether there exist(s) appropriate standard(s)  
• Whether the recording of disability status should be a required or 

optional capability  
• Whether the recording of disability status should be part of a Base 

EHR 
• Whether as a separate certification criterion or possibly the 

“demographics” certification criterion  
• Whether disability status recorded according to the standard should 

also be included in other certification criteria such as “transitions of 
care – incorporate summary care record” , “transitions of care – 
create and transmit summary care record” , “view, download and 
transmit to 3rd party” , and “clinical summaries” 
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Policy Focus 

• Value of demographic data/self-report 
• Value of clinical documentation/clinician 

assessment 
• Consensus for specific standards and  

models of functional status 
• Readiness for widespread adoption 
• Consistent use in various care summaries 
• Alignment with other initiatives 
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