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Key Definitions 

 Qualifying EHR or Base EHR 
• The minimum functions that an EHR must perform

 Certified EHR Technology (CEHRT) 
• The technical capabilities and standards and implementation specifications 

that EHR technology must meet in order to be certified for use by providers 
seeking MU incentives

 Modular EHR 
• An EHR technology that has met one or multiple EHR certification 

requirements

 Complete EHR 
• An EHR technology that has met ALL modular EHR certification requirements



Evolving definitions 

CEHRT 

CEHRT 

HITECH Statute 2011 Edition S&CC 2014 Edition S&CC 

Definition from statute: 
• Includes demographics & 

clinical information 
• Can perform: 

− decision support 
− Order entry 
− Quality measurement 
− Interoperability 

CEHRT added more 
requirements beyond definition
of Qualifying EHR 

CEHRT is static definition -- 
same requirements for all 
providers (within the same 
care setting category) 

NPRM addes more more requirements and 
defines Base EHR – essentially same as 
Qualifying EHR but with some additional 
requirements  

CEHRT becomes dynamic definition –  varies
by which Core and Menu objectives the 
provider tries to achieve 



Continuation of Modular Approach to EHR 

CEHRT is a complete EHR and/or a collection of modules 
that together meet the certification requirements for: 

• ALL of the MU Stage 1 Core and Menu set 
objectives. 

CEHRT is a complete EHR and/or a collection of modules 
that together meet the certification requirements for: 

• Base EHR, and  
• ONLY those certification requirements for the 

Stage 1 or Stage 2 Core and Menu set objectives 
that the provider is trying to meet. 

2011 Edition CEHRT Definition 2014 Edition CEHRT Definition 



Some Issues for Discussion 
Issue Pros Cons 

New definition of CEHRT:  
Base EHR with variable 
additional requirements 

• Flexible to providers’ needs – doesn’t force 
them to buy capabilities that they don’t intend to 
use 

• Could lower barriers to entry for best-of-breed 
solutions (by possibly undercutting demand for 
Complete EHRs) 

• Could undercut demand for EHR modules 
(since providers don’t have to purchase all 
capabilities) 

• Could undercut demand for Complete EHRs 
which could shrink supply of EHR technology 
options 

Definition of Base EHR and 
Modules 

• Easy to describe and define 

• Addition of Privacy & Security to Base EHR 
could lower barriers to entry for best-of-breed 
solutions 

• May include some categories that are not 
universal (eg, Vitals, BMI, & Growth Charts) 

Continuation of Modular 
Approach to Certification 

• Lowers barriers to entry for best-of-breed 
solutions 

• May perpetuate and perhaps increase 
integration challenges and costs for providers 

− Lack of integration testing in 
certification process could increase 
integration challenges and costs,  and 
affect overall system usability, safety, 
and security 

− Lower demand for Complete EHRs 
may undercut supply of fully integrated 
systems 

• May pose greater challenges for EH and 
CAH, who have greater need for integration 



Some Questions for Discussion 

Should functional integration of EHR Modules be included in 
EHR certification testing?  [Assuming it’s not part of required 
testing today?] 

Should there be a separate Base EHR certification to incent 
vendors to create fully integrated Base EHR solutions? 
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