
 
Dear Certification and Adoption Workgroup Members – 
 
You should have received several meeting invitations. Hopefully you will be able to accommodate 
those times. 
 
We are going to provide input to ONC on any big picture policy issues related to the Standards 
NPRM, not the MU NPRM. Our input, like the other public comments, must be provided by May 7. 
Other than minor edits, that effectively means our response will be finished by May 2 when the 
Policy Committee meets.  
 
The March 29 call (noon-1pm ET) will review our charge. The work will happen during April (April 
9th 11:30-1, April 13th 3:30-5, April 17th 1:30-3) 
 
There are a several areas we will address (page numbers in the Federal Register version of the 
NPRM, copy attached). 
 
As you consider these, we are looking to highlight the policy issues, not the choice of a specific 
standard. Consider the goals broadly, not just the details. Is the goal important? What are the key 
aspects that need regulation? Would the goal be achieved without regulation? Are the specifics in 
the proposed regulations helpful in achieving the goal? Are there more important aspects to focus 
on? 
 
Focus Areas: 

• The revised definition of Certified EHR Technology (hopefully briefly, as this defines the 
context for the other work) (pages 13861 – 13868) 

• Safety Enhance Design (pages 13842 – 13843), the adoption of a framework from ONC, 
the reporting of safety events, and the documentation of User Centered Design (UCD) for 
eight safety-related functional criteria (list below) 

• Clinical Decision Support – new framework and a context-aware “infobutton” (page 
13847) 

Plus five topics where the NPRM asks for additional comments [pages 13871- 13872] 
• Certification and Certification Criteria for Other Health Care Settings 
• 2014 Edition EHR Accounting of Disclosures Certification Criterion 
• Disability Status 
• Data Portability 
• EHR Technology Price Transparency 

 
On the April 29 call, we will address how to proceed.  
 
We appreciate your time and effort. Thank you for your help addressing these areas for the Policy 
Committee. 
 
Yours, 
Marc Probst & Larry Wolf 
Certification and Adoption Workgroup Co-Chairs 
 
 
The eight criteria that would require that UCD to have been applied [pages 13842 – 13843] 

§ 170.314(a)(1) (CPOE);  
§ 170.314(a)(2) (Drug-drug, drug-allergy interaction checks); 
§ 170.314(a)(6) (Medication list);  
§ 170.314(a)(7) (Medication allergy list);  
§ 170.314(a)(8) (Clinical decision support);  
§ 170.314(a)(17) (Electronic medication administration record);  



§ 170.314(b)(3) (Electronic prescribing); and  
§ 170.314(b)(4) (Clinical information reconciliation). 
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